428            FORTY-FIVE YEARS UNDER THE FLAG

precipitate departure of the New York, but they were reticent, although
at that time those thereabout were evidently in no doubt that a consid-
rable sea fight was going on then somewhere below the western sky-line,
and later in the day I learned of the destruction of the ships of the
Spanish fleet by those of the United States Navy. That was then the
explanation of the failure of Admiral Sampson to visit General Shafter
after having come to Siboney. My reason for noticing this much was that
it was my intention and desire to talk with Admiral Sampson when he
came ashore to obtain some statement from him for the benefit of the
paper I represented.

JAMES O'SHAUGHNESSY.

Subscribed and sworn to before me this 7th day of July, 1899.

FRANCIS J. HOULIHAN,

Notary Pullic. 1898. On July 2d I was informed that
